IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i kothrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

1 . (cancelled) 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (currently amended) A controlling system for use with variable attenuators 
disposed in a WDM transmitting apparatus for adding and dropping a WDM optical signal, the 
controlling system comprising: 

a plurality of variable attenuators for adjusting optical power levels of optical signal 
components of individual wavelengths demultiplexed from the WDM optical signal; 

a plurality of output optical level detecting units detecting the output optical levels of the 
plurality of variable attenuators; and 

a feed-back circuit for controlling adjustments of the optical attenuation amounts of the 
plurality of variable attenuators, 

wherein optical signal components of individual wavelengths whose power levels have 
been adjusted by the plurality of variable attenuators are multiplexed and thereby a WDM 
optical signal is generated and transmitted, 

wherein a target value is set for the feed-back circuit, the target value representing the 
optical power level of each of the optical signal components of individual wavelengths , and 

wherein when an optical signal component of a wavelength of the WDM optical signal is 
disconnected, the feed-back circuit sets the attenuation amount of a variable attenuator 
assigned to the optical signal component to a predetermined fixed value. 

4. (currently amended) A controlling system for use with variable attenuators 
disposed in a WDM transmitting apparatus for adding and dropping a WDM optical signal, the 
controlling system comprising : Th e contro lli ng syst e m for us e w i th th e var i ab le att e nuators as s e t 
forth i n c l a i m 3, 
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a Plurality of variable attenuators for adjusting optical power levels of optical signal 
components of individual wavelengths demultiplexed from the WDM optical signal: 

a Plurality of output optical level detecting units detecting the output optical levels of the 
plurality of variable attenuators: and 

a feed-back circuit for controlling adiustments of the optical attenuation amounts of the 
plurality of variable attenuators. 

wherein optical signal components of individual wavelengths whose power levels have 
been adjusted by the plurality of variable attenuators are multiplexed and thereby a WDM 
optical signal is generated and transmitted, 

wherein a target value is set for the feed-back circuit, the target value representing the 
optical power level of each of the optical signal components of individual wavelengths, 

wherein when an optical signal component of a wavelength of the WDM optical signal is 
disconnected, the feed-back circuit sets the attenuation amount of a variable attenuator 
assigned to the optical signal component to a predetermined value, and 

wherein the predetermined value of said variable attenuator is set so as l ow as-an optical 
signal that is transmitted from the WDM transmitting apparatus corresponding to an abrupt 
optical input does not destroy a WDM transmitting apparatus disposed on the next stage and as 
the output optical level detecting unit can detect an output optical level of the variable attenuator 
corresponding to the abrupt optical input. 

5. (currently amended) A controlling system for use with variable attenuators 
disposed in a WDM transmitting apparatus for adding and dropping a WDM optical signal, the 
controlling system comprising : Tho contro lli ng svstom for uso w i th tho var i ab l o attonuators as sot 
forth i n c l aim 3, 

a plurality of variable attenuators for adjusting optical power levels of optical signal 
components of individual wavelengths demultiplexed from the WDM optical signal; 

a plurality of output optical level detecting units detecting the output optical levels of the 
plurality of variable attenuators; and 

a feed-back circuit for controlling adjustments of the optical attenuation amounts of the 
plurality of variable attenuators, 

wherein optical signal components of individual wavelengths whose power levels have 
been adjusted by the plurality of variable attenuators are multiplexed and thereby a WDM 
optical signal is generated and transmitted, 

wherein a target value is set for the feed-back circuit, the target value representing the 
optical power level of each of the optical signal components of individual wavelengths. 
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wherein when an optical signal component of a wavelength of the WDM optical signal is 
disconnected, the feed-back circuit sets the attenuation amount of a variable attenuator 
assigned to the optical signal component to a predetermined value, and 

Wherein the feed-back circuit maximizes the attenuation amount of a variable attenuator 
assigned to an optical signal component of an unused wavelength. 

6. (cancelled) 

7. (cancelled) 

8. (currently amended) A controlling method for use with variable attenuators 
disposed in a WDIVi transmitting apparatus for adding and dropping a WDIVI optical signal, the 
controlling method comprising: 

causing a plurality of variable attenuators to adjust optical power levels of optical signal 
components of individual wavelengths demultiplexed from the WDM optical signal; 

causing a plurality of output optical level detecting units to detect the output optical levels 
of the plurality of variable attenuators; and 

causing a feed-back circuit to control adjustments of the optical attenuation amounts of 
the plurality of variable attenuators, 

wherein optical signal components of individual wavelengths whose power levels have 
been adjusted by the plurality of variable attenuators are multiplexed and thereby a WDM 
optical signal is generated and transmitted, 

wherein a target value is set to the feed-back circuit, the target value representing the 
optical power level of each of the optical signal components of individual wavelengths, and 

wherein when an optical signal component of a wavelength of the WDM optical signal is 
disconnected, the feed-back circuit sets the attenuation amount of a variable attenuator 
assigned to the optical signal component to a predetermined fixed value. 

9. (currently amended) A controlling method for use with variable attenuators 
disposed in a WDM transmitting apparatus for adding and dropping a WDM optical signal, the 
controlling method comprising : Th e contro lli ng m e thod for us e w i th th e var i ab le att e nuators as 
s e t forth i n c l a i m 8, 

causing a plurality of variable attenuators to adjust optical power levels of optical signal 
components of individual wavelengths demultiplexed from the WDM optical signal: 
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causing a plurality of output optical level detecting units to detect the output optical levels 
of the plurality of variable attenuators: and 

causing a feed-back circuit to control adiustments of the optical attenuation amounts of 
the plurality of variable attenuators. 

wherein optical signal components of individual wavelengths whose power levels have 
been adjusted by the plurality of variable attenuators are multiplexed and thereby a WDM 
optical signal is generated and transmitted. 

wherein a target value is set to the feed-back circuit, the target value representing the 
optical power level of each of the optical signal components of individual wavelengths, 

wherein when an optical signal component of a wavelength of the WDM optical signal is 
disconnected, the feed-back circuit sets the attenuation amount of a variable attenuator 
assigned to the optical signal component to a predetermined value, and 

wherein the predetermined value of said variable attenuator is set so as l owas an optical 
signal that is transmitted from the WDM transmitting apparatus corresponding to an abrupt 
optical input does not destroy a WDM transmitting apparatus disposed on the next stage and as 
the output optical level detecting unit can detect an output optical level of the variable attenuator 
corresponding to the abrupt optical input. 

10. (currently amended) A controlling method for use with variable attenuators 
disposed in a WDM transmitting apparatus for adding and dropping a WDM optical signal, the 
controlling method comprising : Tho contro lli ng method for uso w i th tho var i ab l o attonuators as 
sot forth i n c l a i m 8, 

causing a plurality of variable attenuators to adjust optical power levels of optical signal 

components of individual wavelengths demultiplexed from the WDM optical signal: 

causing a plurality of output optical level detecting units to detect the output optical levels 
of the plurality of variable attenuators: and 

causing a feed-back circuit to control adjustments of the optical attenuation amounts of 
the plurality of variable attenuators, 

wherein optical signal components of individual wavelengths whose power levels have 
been adjusted by the plurality of variable attenuators are multiplexed and thereby a WDM 
optical signal is generated and transmitted, 

wherein a target value is set to the feed-back circuit, the target value representing the 
optical power level of each of the optical signal components of individual wavelengths. 
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wherein when an optical signal component of a wavelength of the WDM optical signal is 
disconnected, the feed-back circuit sets the attenuation amount of a variable attenuator 
assigned to the optical signal component to a predetermined value, and 

wherein the feed-back circuit maximizes the attenuation amount of a variable attenuator 
assigned to an optical signal component of an unused wavelength. 

1 1 . (new) A method, comprising: 

adjusting variable attenuators of a WDM transmission system responsive to output 
levels; and 

setting an attenuation of a variable attenuator to a fixed amount when a corresponding 
WDM input is determined as disconnected. 
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